
TOEFL INDEPENDENT WRITING PRACTICE PAPER 

Q: 1 

Imagine that your city government has given permission for a major company to build a 

large factory near your neighborhood. Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why 

not? Explain your position using specific reasons and examples. 

Q: 2 

 

Consider a situation where you are asked by your supervisor to work with one of your co-

workers on a project. This co-worker has opinions that are very different from yours and 

they feel very strongly about these opinions. Do you think this is a good idea? Use reasons 

and examples to support your answer. 

Q: 3 

 

Nowadays, the world is developing at a very rapid pace and we are constantly forced to 

make a lot of choices that can affect the rest of our lives. Do you agree or disagree with the 

idea that we should always ask someone else for help when we need to make an important 

decision?  Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 

Q: 4 

 

It is important to improve our skills and knowledge as much as possible. Some people 

prefer to learn from individuals who have more experience than they do – like teachers and 

supervisors – instead of learning from peers, like their colleagues and classmates.  Do you 

think this is a good idea? Why or why not? 

Q: 5 

 

It is very important for students to learn as much as possible before their graduation from 

university.  For this reason, many schools require students to attend all of their classes in 

person in order to achieve a passing score.  Do you agree or disagree with this kind of 

policy?  Use specific reasons and examples to support your argument.   

Q: 6 

 

Many people welcome the opening of shopping areas near their homes.  On the other hand, 

some people are strongly opposed to the construction of such facilities.  If the opening of a 



large shopping center in your neighborhood were announced, would you support or oppose 

its construction? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer 

Q: 7 

 

The administrators of a university are revising their budget and have decided to change 

their funding priorities.  As a result, the university will now spend more money on sports and 

athletic facilities than they do on the campus libraries.  Do you think this is a good idea?  

Why or why not? 

Q: 8 

 

A company wants to train its employees to use new techniques. Which is the best way to 

train the workers? 

 Have all of them attend a training program together 

 Have some of the employees attend the program and later show their coworkers what they 

learned 

Q: 9 

 

Some people think that they can learn much more by themselves than if they work with a 

teacher. Others think that it is always better to get help from a skilled teacher. Which do you 

prefer? Use specific reasons to support your choice. 

Q: 10 

 

Some people prefer to eat meals at restaurants, while others like to prepare and eat food in 

their own home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your 

answer. 

Q: 11 

 

Some students prefer to study and do homework alone. Others prefer to study and work on 

class assignments with a group of fellow students. Which do you prefer? Use specific 

reasons and examples to support your answer. 



Q: 12 

 

Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place 

would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 


